], were approved. 
Session 2. Open meeting
Minute 11. In memoriam Benjamin Elazari Volcani. A. Oren and A. Ventosa reported on the death of Dr Benjamin Elazari Volcani who passed away in La Jolla, CA, USA, on 6 February 1999, at the age of 84. It was noted that the genus Halobacterium, type genus of the Halobacteriaceae, was named by Dr Volcani, and first formally described by him in the 7th edition of Bergey 's Manual (1957 In addition its phylogenetic distance from other Haloarcula species is rather large, so that reclassification in another, yet-to-be-created genus may be warranted. The Secretary will approach the authors who described the strain, recommending the preparation of a full description in accordance with the Minimal Standards document toward its reclassification.
Confirmation of strain VKM B-1733 T as the type strain of Halorubrum distributum [Oren, A., Kamekura, M. & Ventosa, A. (1997 Halosimplex carlsbadensis gen. nov., sp. nov., isolated from a salt mine in New Mexico by the group of R. H. Vreeland.
Natrinema versiforme, isolated from a salt lake of the Xinjian province, China, to be described by the group of P. Zhou and M. Kamekura, with type strain XF10 T l JCM 10478 T .
Haloterrigena thermotolerans, a thermotolerant isolate from a saltern pond in Puerto Rico, to be described by R. Montalvo-Rodrı! guez, J. Lo! pez-Garriga, R. H. Vreeland, A. Oren, A. Ventosa and M. Kamekura, with type strain ATCC 700274 T .
Minute 13. Species incertae sedis. A number of species incertae sedis are awaiting taxonomic assessment and if necessary valid description as new species. These include ' Haloarcula aidinensis ', ' Haloarcula californiae ', ' Haloarcula sinaiiensis ', ' Haloferax alicantei ' (to be described as Haloferax lucentensis), ' Haloferax larsenii ', ' Natronobacterium chanhannaoensis ', ' Natronobacterium innermongoliae ' and ' Natronobacterium wudunaoensis '. The subcommittee calls upon those colleagues who isolated these strains to publish full descriptions of these isolates and to validate the names of the taxa.
Minute 14. Mislabelled strains in culture collections. Catalogues of some culture collections, including ATCC and NCIMB, contain mislabelled strains and\or use names that were never validated. These include Halobacterium salinarum subsp. lipolyticum, Halobacterium simoncinii, Halobacterium volcanii subsp. lipolyticum and others. The NCIMB presently lists 32 strains as Halobacterium sp.
(including those to be renamed as Natrinema) and 43 strains as Halococcus sp., many of which probably belong to other genera. The Secretary of the subcommittee will write to the curators of these culture collections with the request that the proper nomenclature is used in their catalogues.
Strains designated by culture collections as Halococcus acetoinfaciens, Halococcus agglomerans and Halococcus nondenitrificans are members of the domain Bacteria, and do not belong to the archaeal genus Halococcus. R. H. Vreeland is presently studying the taxonomic status of these strains. The Secretary of the subcommittee will write to the curators of the relevant culture collections to point out that the name Halococcus cannot be used for these isolates.
Minute 15. Collections of Halobacteriaceae in endangered culture collections. The National Research Council of Canada is presently in the process of disengaging its culture collection. The NRC collection is of the utmost historical importance for the study of the Halobacteriaceae, especially thanks to the large number of strains isolated by the late Dr Norman Gibbons. Most of these strains are not available elsewhere. Commercial culture collections are not interested in maintaining the large number of strains of halophilic Archaea kept at the NRC. The Secretary read a letter received from subcommittee member B. J. Tindall with reflections on the commercial dimensions of most culture collections and the lack of interest to be expected from the service culture collections in the NRC strains. R. H. Vreeland is willing to maintain the NRC collection in his laboratory. The Secretary of the subcommittee will approach the NRC with the request to collaborate in this venture and to provide the strains free of charge, so that the valuable collection can remain available to future generations.
Minute 16. Abbreviation of names of genera. The subcommittee agreed on the recommendation of the use of three-letter abbreviations for genera of the family Halobacteriaceae as follows : Haloarcula (Har.), Halobacterium (Hbt.), Halobaculum (Hbl.), Halococcus (Hcc.), Haloferax (Hfx.), Halogeometricum (Hgm.), Halorhabdus (Hrd.), Halorubrum (Hrr.), Haloterrigena (Htg.), Natrialba (Nab.), Natrinema (Nnm.), Natronobacterium (Nbt.), Natronococcus (Ncc.), Natronomonas (Nmn.) and Natronorubrum (Nrr.). The subcommittee suggested that authors describing new genera be asked to propose appropriate three-letter abbreviations in the genus descriptions. A. Oren reported on the chapter on the Halobacteriales he
